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We open this Fiscal Year Annual Report noting that when the year began in July 2019 
no one could have foreseen how the second half of the fiscal year would transpire as the
community and the world began to face the impact of 'Coronavirus disease 2019' known 
as COVID-19. As news began to unfold in January 2020 and became full and blunt fact 
by March, Petersham officials, staff, and residents united to face the new normal. 

This annual report documents the year ending June 30, 2020, by which point the
community had been managing thru several months of the pandemic and which continued
worldwide into the new fiscal year. Though the world had come to a near standstill, 
at the local level and through it all Petersham remained united and strong, working in
unison to address the needs of the community while keeping regular town business 
running smoothly — we showed our flexibility, our compassion, our strength to carry on.

The Petersham Selectboard thanks all who participated in this year's town business 
— town staff, town committee members, elected officials, and volunteers — working
together and with residents on a variety of needs and projects. 

~ ~ ~

COVID-19 Pandemic and A Year Like No Other
Early in 2020, as the world-wide health emergency became clear to all, and heeding directives from 
the federal level and various agencies of the Commonwealth including the Mass. Department of 
Public Health, on March 10, Massachusetts Gov. Baker declared an official public health emergency. 
As positive virus cases began to be recorded in the immediate region, on March 13 the local Schools
announced action to temporarily close. The Selectboard organized a joint meeting for March 25 
of all pertinent Boards and staff to begin to unite, organize, and focus on plans and needs for the 
new normal. All did an excellent job of managing logistical questions, responding to needs and
emergencies, organizing so that town business could continue with safety precautions in place, 
and more. We are proud of how Petersham managed thru these unprecedented times.

Specific issues for the Selectboard included reviewing Annual June Town Meeting timing 
and needs including reducing the quorum level and moving the date. Working with the Town Clerk, 
the Selectboard moved the annual Town Election date from its normal first Monday in March 2020 
to June 22 and moved Annual Town Meeting to June 29 rather than the first Monday in June. The
Selectboard and Town Clerk created safe conditions at Town Hall for that critical public business. 
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Also in April, the Selectboard worked with the Tax Collector to approve certain tax collection
conditions be modified due to COVID-19 including setting a new due date for local taxes from 
April 1 to June 1 and waiving of interest and fees on late payments until June 1, 2020.  

Working with the Board of Health, the Selectboard temporarily closed town buildings and 
then set public access restrictions in place at the Town Offices so as to maintain a safe schedule and
environment for town staff to continue their work and increased the number of monitors on duty 
at the Transfer Station so as to increase safety oversight for residents. 

The Selectboard organized professional deep cleaning of Town Hall, Town Offices, and the
Police Station and cruisers; planned and purchased personal protection equipment for town staff and
committees; assisted in shifting committee meetings to remote access; sited a public portapotty at 
Town Hall exterior; and monitored State and federal notices and information including for emergency
funding support; among a multitude of other COVID-19 related tasks and combined with maintaining
regular day-to-day town business during the ongoing health emergency. The Selectboard maintained 
its full and regular meeting schedule during this time, meeting in person with safety precautions 
in place and providing remote access.  

The Selectboard is grateful to the town's dedicated Board of Health for all of their work and to 
the town's emergency response staff — Police, Fire, and EMTs — who performed with their usual 
strong commitment and professionalism to the needs of the community. They were well prepared to
manage all situations with COVID-19 precautions in place; being extremely careful of public and 
their crews' safety. As the world grew temporarily quiet and as individuals and families functioned 
within their own “bubbles”, visitors from out of town looking for outdoor respite flocked to Petersham's
open space for hiking and biking, to simply get outdoors. The Quabbin Reservoir in particular saw 
a surge of visitors with overflow traffic at gate entries in Petersham and the surrounding area.

Through the months, the community as a whole worked diligently to keep positive COVID-19
cases as low as possible. Most of the town committee meetings and myriad community events were
subdued from March thru June 2020 as the community followed universal guidelines for limiting 
public and personal interactions; these conditions continued into the new fiscal year.

Town Budget & Annual Town Meeting – June 2020
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 public health emergency, in April 2020, the Selectboard recommended
setting an 'Essential Spending Only' policy for the balance of the year April 15–June 30, 2020; this 
action was taken jointly with the Advisory Finance Committee. We are grateful that departments and
committees rose to the situation and focused only on necessary spending to the fiscal year end.

The Selectboard conducted annual town budget development from January into June 2020 working
jointly with the Advisory Finance Committee and with the participation of all town departments and
committees. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the uncertainty of how the State and municipal budgets
for Fiscal Year 2021 might be impacted, it was decided that Petersham's Annual Meeting Budget and
Warrant would focus only on the operating budget and debt commitments. Most departments and
committees met the request for level-funded operating budgets. All capital project requests were put on
hold for either a possible Fall 2020 Special Town Meeting or to wait until the next fiscal year depending
upon the pandemic’s impact.
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Due to the public health situation, Annual Town Meeting was held on nearly the last day of the
fiscal year – June 29, 2020. Working in partnership with the Moderator and Town Clerk, and as allowed 
by emergency State legislation, the Selectboard also voted to modify the Town Meeting quorum to 
1% of registered voters rather than the town's required 10%. Even with the reduced quorum level over 
50 voters attended Town Meeting to properly conduct town business. COVID-19 precautions were 
in place and both the interior and exterior of Town Hall were pressed into service to create a safe
environment. Voters supported the Fiscal Year 2021 Budget and Warrant as presented. Keeping to the
limited budget held as being the right decision as the new fiscal year began and COVID-19 continued
unabated with financial uncertainties still in the air. The Selectboard is sincerely grateful to all who
worked to make Town Meeting a success in such difficult times and for the dedication of local voters
during a major public health emergency.

Town-wide Broadband Network Project
The Selectboard continued to meet with the town's Broadband Municipal Light Plant Board (MLP) 
as work progressed on development of the town-wide Fiber-to-the-Home broadband network.

In November 2019, the Selectboard received updates from the MLP Board including about
specific projects for underground trench & conduit work in the Historic District along the Common 
so as to connect south and north portions of the town. The Selectboard approved TriWire Engineering
Solutions as the low bidder for that project with engineering provided by Matrix, the network designer
and the town's service provider. The Selectboard also held a Public Hearing and approved installation 
of a single utility pole required for the project on Hardwick Road. Selectboard and MLP Board member
Nancy Allen managed project procurement processes for the MLP and kept the Selectboard informed 
of the project budget and updates as work progressed.

The utilities' make-ready work was concluded in December 2019 and Matrix began construction
in January 2020 with the first customer network connections made in the Spring from the Town Hall
electronics hub room to nearby homes. Matrix and their subcontractor TriWire worked diligently under
difficult COVID-19 safety and access conditions so that by June 30, 2020, Matrix had connected a 
large portion of their projected 400+ customers and continued with their work into the new fiscal year.

Nichewaug Inn & Academy Project
Work on reviewing the future of the town-owned property continued throughout the fiscal year with
Selectboard Vice Chair Henry Woolsey managing the process. 

In Fall 2019, Selectboard members Henry Woolsey and Rick Marsh determined a next best step 
was to seat a new property review committee. They created a charge for the Nichewaug Inn & Academy
Committee (NIAC) and in December three members were appointed to an initial one year term.

In November 2019, the Selectboard hosted Glenn Eaton, Executive Director of Montachusett
Regional Planning Commission (MRPC), to review possible project support available through MRPC. 
Mr. Eaton described resources including possible Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and
District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) planning grant funding for property studies. In January 2020,
the Board, with assistance from the NIAC, submitted a request for DLTA funding and the grant was
awarded in February. In August 2019, the Selectboard received notice from the town's insurance 
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company that repairs needed to be made to the building roof and basement water pumped out or the
town's liability policy would be cancelled. The Selectboard determined those repairs were not feasible 
at this time and the insurance was ended.

Town Hall Handicap Lift Project
In October 2019, the Selectboard applied for a Municipal Americans with Disabilities grant from the
State for execution of a three-stop handicap lift at Town Hall; the grant was awarded in December 2019
and the $140,000 grant funded the bulk of project costs in combination with funding previously
approved by Town Meeting voters. In December, the Selectboard awarded the construction contract 
to the low bidder, Clearview Contracting. The lift project began in earnest in early Spring 2020 just 
as the pandemic was taking full hold. Nancy Allen worked with the contractor for project oversight 
and provided required progress reports to the State. The Selectboard is very grateful the crew worked 
steadily thru the months so as to keep the project on track for successful conclusion by the grant 
deadline of June 30, 2020. Nancy Allen created and submitted the project close-out report to the State
from the Selectboard and the town received the full grant reimbursement amount.

In conjunction with the handicap lift project, the Selectboard implemented upgrades to the 
parking and surrounding slope area of Town Hall and Town Offices using funding that had been
approved by voters. The Board thanks the Petersham Highway Department for their excellent work 
in executing the project with outside contractor Mallet Excavating.

Right to Farm Bylaw
The Selectboard had selected review of a local 'Right to Farm Bylaw' as a 'Best Practice' from 
the Commonwealth Community Compact offerings organized by the Office of the Governor. The 
Petersham Planning Board had helpfully organized and conducted reviews about the possible Bylaw 
with stakeholders including residents, farmers, abutters, and pertinent town officials. A draft Bylaw 
had been modified thru several iterations. In January 2020, the Selectboard organized and hosted a
Public Information Meeting to review the process to that point. It was determined by all involved that 
the town's current Bylaws cover the needs and interests of the community and no further Bylaw was
needed. The Selectboard concurred with this and prepared and submitted a project close-out report 
to the State relaying the results of the investigation. The Selectboard is grateful to the Planning Board, 
Animal Inspector, and Assistant Animal Inspector for their dedicated time and review.

Chimney Hill Cell Tower
In February 2020, the town received notice of a Complaint filed against the town in U.S. District Court
due to the Zoning Board of Appeal's denial of a Special Permit to an Applicant for a proposed 160 foot
cell tower development at Chimney Hill on Hall Road. The Selectboard and ZBA engaged Town Counsel
and the process carried over into Fiscal Year 2021. In July 2020, all parties came to a resolution thus not
requiring Court action. Both the Selectboard and ZBA unanimously approved that Town Counsel execute
an 'Agreement for Judgement' with the tower developer with all parties agreeing to a 140-foot tall
camouflaged tower, twenty feet lower than the original application request. The Board thanks the ZBA
members for their diligent work on this matter.
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Glen Valley Road Bridge and Quaker Drive Bridge
During the year, the Selectboard was kept up to date on engineering work conducted in tandem with 
the Mass. Dept of Transportation (DOT) for a new permanent Glen Valley Road Bridge to replace the
temporary bridge now in place. The Selectboard worked with Highway Dept. Superintendent Greg Waid
who oversaw the initial planning and engineering process. In April 2020, the engineering team of 
CHA Engineering held a Public Hearing presenting their plans.

MassDOT also informed the town that their inspections determined that Quaker Drive Bridge
over Moccasin Brook needed to be replaced. The Highway Dept. set up the required detour route and 
the process began to address that now closed bridge. In August 2019, Greg Waid began the review work 
for that project including selecting an engineering firm and in February 2020, the Selectboard approved 
his recommendation of utilizing Mass. Chapter 90 roadwork funding for the project engineering.
Selectboard member Nancy Allen worked with Greg Waid and the engineering firms on both of these
bridge projects.

Other Business and Projects
In September 2019, the Selectboard gratefully accepted a donation of $10,000 from residents Susan
Foster & John Baker for monitoring of properties with conservation restrictions held by the town. In
August 2019, the Selectboard reviewed and approved a contract with the qualified low bidder, Petersham
Builders, for construction of the new accessible restroom at the Memorial Library with partial project
funding provided by town voters.  The Board reviewed and approved transferring an old, unused Fire
Dept. truck to the Forest & Shade Tree Committee for use at the town's Wood Bank managed by the
Committee. In Spring 2020, the Selectboard executed reworking of the Town Hall sump pump by
Clearview Contracting for improved, reliable performance and with funding provided by town voters.

~ ~ ~

In closing, we thank the staff at the Selectboard Office – Sherry Berube and Derrick Vannoy – for their
dedicated work for the Office, fellow staff and Committee members, residents, and visitors. 

This year we offer special thanks to the many State and regional officials, agencies, and individuals 
who kept towns across the Commonwealth, including Petersham, well informed about COVID-19 
and all that it entailed. Massachusetts was well served during a time of public health emergency and 
for that we are grateful.

Fiscal Year 2020 was consumed by a worldwide pandemic — in our small corner of the world the
Petersham community remained strong and resilient; worked together and watched out for one another;
and rose to the challenges the world now faced. We continue deeply grateful to all who strive to make
Petersham a fine community for residents, businesses, and visitors.

Respectfully submitted – Petersham Selectboard,

             ~ Nancy S. Allen             ~ Henry L. Woolsey          ~ Fredrik A. Marsh
                Chair       Vice Chair     Clerk



Town of Petersham

Advisory Finance Committee Report

Reserve Fund Transfers

Fiscal 2020

Balance July 1, 2019 56,638.07$         

Available for FY20 ‐$                      

Transfers: -$                    Account Description

Total Transfers -$                    

Balance June 30, 2020 -$                    

Respectfully Submitted:

Richard Cavanaugh, Chairman

Mark Bishop, Vice Chair

Sandy Page, Clerk

























































































































PETERSHAM ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

FY2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

In FY2020 (July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020), the members of the Zoning Board of Appeals were

Donald O’Neil (Chair), Brian MacEwen (Clerk), Maryann Reynolds (Member) and Don Eaton

(Associate Member),  

The Board considered one application during this period for a Special Permit/Variance for a

Wireless Telecommunications Facility filed by TowerNorth Development LLC for premises

located at 41 Hall Road which application remained under consideration at the close of fiscal

year 2020. In addition, there were several business permit applications that were submitted by

residents which were signed and processed by the Board.

. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donald O’Neil, Chair 












































