






Moderator Term Expiration Dates
Bart Wendell 2023

Selectboard
Nancy Allen 2022
Rebecca Legare 2023
Fredrik Marsh thru 1/12/2021
Henry L. Woolsey 2021

Tax Collector
Renee Wingertsman 2021

Town Clerk
Diana Cooley 2021

Treasurer
Dana Robinson 2023

Board of Assessors
Ellen Anderson 2023
Dana Kennan 2021
Jean Robinson 2022

Board of health
Fifi Scoufopoulos 2022
Rebecca Jackson 2021
Stephen Loring 2023

Constables
Richard Bartus 2022
Denis Legare 2022
Larry Robinson 2022

Mahar Regional School Committee
Maryanne Reynolds 2022

LIST OF PETERSHAM TOWN OFFICERS
FY21 -  July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021

ELECTED BOARDS AND OFFICERS



Petersham School Committee
Jennifer DeJackome 2021
Tina Leslie 2023
Lynn Peredina 2022

Planning Board
Donna Byron 2022
Stephen Herzog 2021
Irene Perkins 2021
John Lawson 2023
Fraser Sinclair 2023

Trustees of Public Library
Hilary Loring 2022
Fifi Scoufopoulos 2021
Kent Byron 2023

TOWN APPOINTED/HIRED BOARDS AND OFFICERS

Position /Person Term Expiration Date

Chief of Police
Dana Cooley 2021

Police Sargeant
Randy Horne 2021

Police Officers (Part time)
Stanley Andriski 2021
Jesse Berard 2021
Marc Duguay 2021
Michael Gobeille 2021
Kara Hartung 2021
Jason Lichtenberger 2021
Thomas Martin 2021
Charles Pinder 2021

Board of Overseers, Central Dispatch
Dana Cooley 2021

`



Fire Chief
Dana  Robinson 2021

Assistant Fire Chief
Robert Legare 2021

Tree Warden
David Lockesmith 2021

Forest Warden
Dana Robinson 2021

Deputy Forest Fire Warden
Robert Legare 2021
Shawn Legare 2021

Sexton
Robin Koenig 2021

Trench Safety Officer
Gregory Waid 2021

Town Accountant
Jean Joel 2021

Emergency Management Director
Lynne Shaw 2021

Emergency Management Assistant Director
Dana Cooley 2021

Directors of Veterans' Services and Veterans' Agent
Sarah Custer 2021

Northeast Veterans' District Representative
Vincent J. Purple 2021

Custodian of Tax Title Possessions
Dana Robinson 2021

Animal Control Officer
Deb Bachrach 2021



Animal Shelter Manager
Deb Bachrach 2021

Animal Inspector
Marc Page 2021

Assistant Animal Inspector
Deb Bachrach 2021

Building Inspector/Commissioner
Bill Cantel 2021

Local Building Inspector
Robert Legare 2021

Electrical Inspector
Gary Terroy 2021

Assistant Electrical Inspector
Glenn Tattan 2021

Gas Inspector
Daniel Joly 2021

Gas Inspector Alternate
Michael Pluta 2021

Plumbing Inspector
Daniel Joly 2021

Plumbing Inspector Alternate
Michael Pluta 2021

ADA Coordinator 
Sherry Berube 2021

Legal Counsel
Kopelman and Paige 2021



Position /Person Term Expiration Date

Cemetery Commission (3 year appointment)
Glenede Albertine 2022
Debra Bachrach 2023
Barbara Hanno 2022
Robin Koenig 2022
Ken Levine 2023
Marcia Lynn Shaw 2022
Sheila Youd 2022

Board of Registrars
Diana Cooley 2022
Alfred Berry 2023
Henry Woolsey 2022

Capital Improvement Planning Committee
James Dowd (AFC Rep) 2021
Lynn Peredina (PCS School Rep) 2021
John Lawson (Planning Brd Rep) 2021
Fredrik Marsh (Selectboard Rep) thru 1/12/2021
Nancy Allen (Selectboard Rep) 2021
Irene Graeff (Citizen at Large) 2021
Hilary Loring (Citizen at Large) 2021
Dana Robinson (Treasurer) 2021

Conservation Commission (3 year appointment)
Anne Cavanaugh 2021
Robert Clark 2022
Ann Lewis 2022
Mike Seitz 2023
Henry Woolsey 2021

Council on Aging (3 year appointment)
Katherine Berry 2022
Pam Chevalier 2021
Wanda Dickson 2022
Marilyn Fisher 2023
Marcia Lynn Shaw 2022
Sheila Youd 2022
Phil Hanno 2021

TOWN-APPOINTED COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS, AND BOARDS
(Unless noted, appointed on an annual basis)



Cultural Council (3 year appointment)
Emily Anderson 2022
Trisha Delorey Kieras 2021
Carly Hutchinson 2023
Jane Lynch Gilbert 2024
Linda Paquet 2023
Kaitlin Switzer Walsh 2022

Emergency Management Committee
Debra Bachrach 2021
James Burke 2021
Dana Cooley 2021
Fredrik Marsh Thru 1/12/2021
Dana Robinson 2021
Lynne Shaw 2021
Gregory Waid 2021
Christine Warburton 2021

Forest and Shade Tree Committee
Anne Cavanaugh 2021
Robert Clark 2021
Clarisse Hart 2021
David Lockesmith 2021
Jordan O'connor 2021
Sheila Youd 2021

Historic Distrcit Commission/Historical Commission (5 year appointment)
Claudette Bishop 2023
Robert Clark 2024
Jeremy Gabrenas 2024
Hilary Loring 2025
Marcia Lynn Shaw 2025

Insurance Advisory Committee
Christine Boyer-Thomson 2021
Ann Degnan 2021
Randy Horne 2021
Gregory Waid 2021

Montachusett Regional Vocational School District
Edward Simms 2021



Montachusett Regional Planning Committee
Nancy Allen 2021

Montachusett Joint Transportation Committee
Nancy Allen 2021

Municipal Light Plant Broadband Committee
Nancy Allen 2023
John Blum 2023
George Bull 2023
Thomas Gurganus 2021
Andre Pierre 2023

Nichewaug Inn & Academy 2020 Committee        
Ann Lewis                 2021
Jane Lynch-Gilbert 2021

Open Space and Recreation Committee
Emery Boose 2021
Anne Cavanaugh 2021
Robert Clark 2021
Ari Pugliese 2021
Clinton Shaw 2021
Henry Woolsey 2021

Personnel Policy Review Committee
Ann Degnan 2021
Randy Horne 2021
Dana Kennan 2021
Dana Robinson 2021
Greg Waid 2021

Route 122 Scenic Byway Steering Committee
Nancy Allen 2021

Zoning Board of Appeals (3 year term)
Brian Macewen 2022
Don O'Neil 2022
Maryanne Reynolds 2023
Donald Eaton (Alt.) 2021



Constables
Dana Cooley 2021
Randy Horne 2021

Position /Person Term Expiration Date

Advisory Finance Committee (3 year appointment)
Mark Bishop 2023
Richard Cavanaugh 2023
John James Dowd 2023
Sandra Page 2022

MODERATOR APPOINTMENTS





                    TOWN of PETERSHAM 
                 OFFICE of the SELECTBOARD

       3 South Main Street  •  P.O. Box 486  •  Petersham, Massachusetts 01366
                       Tel 978-724-3353  •  Fax 978-724-3501

                          www.townofpetersham.org  

Annual Report of the Selectboard, Fiscal Year 2021
July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021

The Petersham Selectboard is grateful to all who participated in this year's town
business — town staff, town committee members, elected officials, and volunteers —
working together and with residents on a variety of needs and projects for the well-being 
of the community.

~ ~ ~

COVID-19 Pandemic
The impact of the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic continued for the town. The Selectboard held all
regular meetings and used a hybrid attendance method throughout the year allowing for both in-person
and remote participation. As occurred across the country, the Town of Petersham received a share of
federal CARES Act funding which was used for needs and expenses related to the pandemic. Petersham
also received funding from the State via the MA Dept. of Public Health to help support COVID expenses.

The Selectboard began to re-open select town buildings for public use in late Fall 2020. Due to
COVID-19 and per the request of the Town Clerk, the Board reviewed and approved the change of 
date for the local annual March 1, 2021 election to May 17, 2021. In consultation with Town Clerk 
and Moderator, the June Annual Town Meeting date was changed to June 21, 2021 and the quorum 
was modified to three percent of the registered voters. Annual Town Meeting was again held with 
safety precautions in place including masking, distancing of seating, and exterior seating. 

The Selectboard is deeply grateful for the dedicated effort of so many during this long year 
of the pandemic.

 Passing of Selectman Rick Marsh 
The Selectboard announced the sad news of the unexpected passing of fellow Selectman Rick Marsh 
on January 7, 2021. A Petersham native, Rick served the community in a variety of capacities including
as a Selectman; as a past and current member of other Town committees; as longtime monitor at the
Transfer Station; as a dedicated member of the American Legion Petersham Post 415; as the lead
organizer of Petersham's annual 4th of July Parade; and as a caretaker of needy and stray cats.

May 17, 2021 Election
At the May 17, 2021 local election, Rebecca Legare was elected to the open seat on the Selectboard.
Becky stepped forward as a write-in candidate; she brings experience including as a longtime Petersham
firefighter and a past member of the Capital Improvement Committee The Selectboard welcomed Becky
and thanked her for running for the position after the unexpected opening created by Rick Marsh's death.



Annual Report of the Selectboard, Fiscal Year 2021  |   July 1, 2020– June 30, 2021

Town-wide Broadband Network
The Selectboard continued to support efforts of the MLP Broadband Board working with Matrix Design
for implementation of town-wide broadband. In August 2020, the Selectboard approved a contract with
the low bidder for trenching of Woodward Road and Carter Pond Road so as to lay underground fiber 
for that section of town.

In March 2021, the Selectboard met with the Broadband MLP Board to review and approve grant
compliance documents for the project reimbursement submission to Massachusetts Broadband Institute
(MBI) for the Town's designated $880,000 of MBI Broadband 123 Last Mile grant funding. As of 
March 2021, Matrix had completed the project build-out with 99% coverage of the town.; the MBI
Agreement called for 96% coverage. The grant process was successfully completed in April with the 
full funding amount relayed to the town. Nancy Allen served on the Broadband MLP Board to represent
the Selectboard.

Nichewaug Inn & Academy
Work continued on reviewing and assessing the town-owned property. The Nichewaug Inn & Academy
Committee met periodically with the Selectboard to provide updates on a resident survey and other
project tasks the Committee was working on with support from Montachusett Regional Planning
Commission. Henry Woolsey continued as liaison with the Committee.

In April 2021, the Selectboard organized a joint meeting of the Nichewaug Inn & Academy
Committee and the Board of Trustees & Staff of Petersham Memorial Library to review the property 
status. Henry Woolsey explained the reason for the meeting as the Library is an important Petersham
institution and is located immediately adjacent to the NI&A property. The meeting reviewed goals,
interests, and ideas from all.

Glen Valley Road Bridge and Quaker Drive Bridge
The Selectboard reviewed and signed a contract with the engineering firm Tighe & Bond for design 
& engineering of the Quaker Drive Bridge replacement as required by Mass. Dept of Transportation.
Petersham Highway Dept. Superintendent Greg Waid has been instrumental with this process.

In May 2021, the Selectboard reviewed the most up to date Glen Valley Bridge Project Right 
of Way (ROW) Layout Plan as prepared by CHA Engineering for that project. The Selectboard agreed
that it be relayed to the Planning Board for their review and approval. The Selectboard voted to adopt 
the layout after the Planning Board approval. After a Public Hearing, the final ROW Plan was presented
and accepted by voters at the June 21, 2021 Town Meeting.

Town Budget & Annual Town Meeting – June 2021
The Selectboard conducted annual town budget development from January into June 2021 working
jointly with the Advisory Finance Committee and with the participation of all town departments and
committees. Voters supported the Fiscal Year 2022 Budget and Warrant as presented. The Selectboard 
is grateful to all who worked to make Town Meeting a success and for the dedication of local voters
during the pandemic. 
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Other Business and Projects
In July 2020, the Selectboard closed out the Town Hall handicap lift project and submitted paperwork 
to the Massachusetts Office on Disability for project grant reimbursement in the amount of $140,000. 

Work commenced on repaving and relining of the Town Hall south side walkway and front
parking area by the contractor Mallett & Son. The project was supported by the Highway Dept. and 
the Board is thankful for their cost-saving work of pulling up and removing the old asphalt pavement.

In September 2020, the Selectboard approved a contract with Lenard Engineering for inspection
and report of the Davenport Property dam as required by the State. The Conservation Commission 
was very helpful with this project. In November 2020, the Board developed and approved a policy &
procedure detailing the process for property owners to withdraw from the Mass. Chapter 61 Program. 

In December 2020, the Selectboard and Advisory Finance Committee reviewed and approved 
use of the Reserve Fund for unexpected work needed on the Center's School's heating and air handler
system. The work was performed by contractor IMPower and overseen by the School's Building 
Director Jay Burke; total cost was $11,601. In January 2021, the Selectboard approved a contract 
with environmental consultant Rich King for a second year of monitoring conservation restrictions 
held by the town. The Selectboard noted that a second gift of $10,000 had been received from residents 
John Baker & Susan Foster to fund this work as they had also done the previous year. The Board 
is grateful to the Foster-Bakers for their gift and to the Conservation Commission for their work.

In February 2021, the Selectboard appointed David Lockesmith to the open position of the 
Tree Warden; David brings many years of experience to the position. Also in February, the Board
approved a Conservation Restriction Agreement  between property owner John Baker and East Quabbin
Land Trust for protection of a 10.68 acre parcel at the corner of New Salem Road & Hardwick Road.

In June 2021, the Selectboard met with Police Chief Dana Cooley to review speeding in 
the Center School zone. Based on reported concerns and Police Department data, the Board and 
Chief Cooley decided to add a solar powered LED lit Stop Sign on Hardwick Road near the School
entrance. Upon review of the State's Aerial Spray Program for control of mosquitos and Eastern Equine
Encephalitis, the Selectboard decided to again offer to maintain a list & map identifying the opt out
properties for any property owner who wished to participate. The Selectboard reviewed and approved 
a quote for purchase and installation of a new 14 KW Generator for the Town Office building to replace
the 25 year old failed generator, the total price was $10,954.73.

~ ~ ~

In closing, we thank the staff at the Selectboard Office – Sherry Berube and Derrick Vannoy – for their
dedicated work for the Office, fellow staff and Committee members, residents, and visitors. 

We wish to express our sincere thanks to all town and school staff, elected officials, and committee
members who worked so hard this year during the COVID-19 pandemic — many rose to the challenges
and supported the needs of the community.

Respectfully submitted – Petersham Selectboard,

     ~ Nancy S. Allen          ~ Henry L. Woolsey          ~ Fredrik A. Marsh          ~ Rebecca Legare 
        Chair         Vice Chair              Clerk         Clerk 

                         (to January 2021)           (at May 17, 2021 )










































































































































